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A Case of Herpes Encephalitis Showing Retrograde Amnesia for

Sung-chul Lim, M.D., Dong-won Yang, M.D., Yun Jeong Hong, M.D.,

Department of Neurology, The Catholic University of Korea, College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

After damage to the hippocampal memory system, patients tend to lose more of their recent
than of their remote memories. This pattern is referred to as the Ribot gradient. One explanation
for the gradient of memory loss is consolidation theory of long-term memories. However, the
consolidation theory cannot explain the retrograde amnesia for more than 25 yr. We describe
here a case of disproportionate retrograde amnesia for the past 35 yr following herpes ence-
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Fig. 1. Brain MRI of the patient. Axial slices of Fluid-Attenuated In-
version Recovery (FLAIR) (A), T1 wighted (B), and T1 weighted
gadolinium enhanced images (C) of the patient show high singal
intensities in the bilateral medial temporal, insular, and left basal
forebrain with leptomeningeal enhancement (arrows).

127
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Table 1. Results of neuropsychological tests

Test Response
Attention
Digit span: forward/backward 7/4
Letter cancellation NL
Language and related functions
Spontaneous speech Fluent
Contents NL
Comprehension NL
Repetition NL
S-K-BNT 17/60 (0.01%ile)
Reading NL
Writing NL
Praxis NL
Finger naming NL
Right-left orientation NL
Calculation NL
Body part identification NL
Visuospatial functions
Interlocking pentagon NL

Rey complex figure copy

33/36 (66.28%ile)

Memory
SVLT 1st/2nd/3rd 3/2/0 (0.01%ile)
Delayed 0
Recognition (TP-FP) 0-0
Rey complex fig immediate recall 0
Rey complex fig delayed recall 0

Recognition (TP-FP)
Frontal executive functions

10-4 (24.51%ile)

Contrasting program NL
Go-no-go test 20/20
Fist-edge-palm 20/20
Alternating hand movement NL
Alternating square and triangle NL
Luria loop NL
Word fluency animal/supermarket 8/0
Word fluency 1/o/x 8/6/5
Stroop test word/color 112/67
General index
K-MMSE 21/30

S-K-BNT, short form of Korean version of the Boston Naming Test; NL,
Normal; TP, true positive; FP, false positive; SVLT, Seoul verbal learning
test; K-MMSE, Korean version of mini-mental state examination.
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