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Dementias, notably the dementia in Alzheimer’s disease, commonly display variety of behav-
ioral and emotional symptoms such as depression, anxiety, agitation and even psychosis dur-
ing the course of the illnesses. Depressive symptoms in dementia patients frequently raise sev-
eral issues conceming the diagnostic validity, etiology, clinical manifestation, prognosis, treat-
ment and the pathophysiological relationship of depression with the dementia. Although the de-
pressive symptoms in dementia have lots in common with the so-called functional depressive
disorder, some unique characteristics may deserve to be noted. First, depressions in dementia
patients are very common and plays negative role in the prognosis and well being of the patient
and caregivers. Second, there is no unanimous explanation for the development of depression
in dementia patients, but the role of vascular depression and neurodegenerative process in cer-
tain neurotransmitter system are being explored. Third, the diagnostic criteria for the depression
in dementia should be developed and validated to activate research for the depression in demen-
tia. Some basics in the treatment of depression in dementia are also discussed.
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