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Urinary Incontinence Associated with the Use of Donepezil

Hyeyun Kim, M.D., Tae Yoong Jeong, M.D.*, Bon D. Ku, M.D.

Departments of Neurology and Urology*, Myongji Hospital, Kwandong University College of
Medicine, Goyang, Korea

Peripheral cholinergic side effects of donepezil are mild and transient. We report three cases
with urinary incontinenceas as an adverse effect of the donepezil. Urinary incontinence associ-
ated with cholinesterase inhibitor is not uncommon as previously thought. Clinicians should be
alert to the possibility of urinary incontinence as an adverse effect of donepezil, especially in
the patient with Alzheimer disease and cerebrovascular disease.
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Fig. 1. Brain magnetic resonance imagimg (MRI) of patients. (A) FLAIR image of case 1 showed left pontine infarction, (B) Diffusion-weighted
image of case 2 showed acute infarction in right basal ganglia, and (C) FLAIR image of case 3 showed multiple chronic ischemic lesions
in the both periventricular white matter.
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