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Yong Jeong, M.D., Sue J Kang, M.S., Juhee Chin, M.A., Duk L Na, M.D.

Department of Neurology, Samsung Medical Center, Sungkyunkwan University School of

We report a 61-year-old woman with left hemispatial neglect, anosognosia for hemiplegia,
asomatognosia, and confabulation following a right posterior artery territory infarction. Interest-
ingly, she believed that her plegic left arm belonged to her grandson or sometimes was her
grandson himself (personification). We investigated possible underlying explanations for this
personification, which included autotopagnosia, body schema delusion, visuoperceptual
deficit, and asomatognosia theories. Among these, a combination of asomatognosia (“This
arm is not mine”) and confabulation (“This arm belongs to my grandson”) may best account
for the personification phenomenon in our patient.
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Fig. 1. MRl findings at initial visit and brain CT finding after 4 months after decompression surgery. (A) (B) T2 weighted image, (C) diffusion
weighted image. Left PICA infarction is seen. (D)-(E) Brain CT findings taken four months after the operation show right posterior cerebral

artery territory infarction in addition to left cerebellar infarction.

Fig. 2. Posture of patient's left arm. Flexion contracture is seen in
elbow, wrist and finger joints.
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Fig. 3. Neglect syndrome test and self body image drawing. (A) Line bisection. (B) Line cancellation. (C) Two daisy drawing. (D) Clock
drawing. She shows left hemispatial neglect in neglect test. (E) Self body image drawing. The left arm looks intact but is smaller than the
right arm.
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